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Organised by Bhubigyan Sangathan, Department of Geology   

Under the Aegis of IQAC, Government College Sundargarh 

Venue: B.Ed Conference Room, Government College Sundargarh   

Date: 21st September 2024   

Time: 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

Chief Guest & Resource Person:- Dr. Prithwiraj Sahoo, 

  Senior Manager (Environment), M/S Rungta Mines Limited   

Chaired by: 

- Dr. Birendra Kumar Patel, Principal of Government College, Sundargarh 

 Prof. Alok Kumar Naik,  Assistant Professor of Mathematics 

- Prof. Siba Prasad Mohanty, HOD, Department of Geology   

- Prof. Sudhir Kumar Das, Department of Geology   

 Introduction 

On the 21st of September 2024, Government College Sundargarh 
observed two significant environmental awareness events — the 
**International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer** and the 
“International Coastal Cleanup Day”. The event was organized by “Bhubigyan 
Sangathan”, the student body of the Department of Geology, under the 
guidance of the “Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC)” of the college. The 
aim was to raise awareness about critical environmental issues like ozone 

Documentation of "International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer" and "International Coastal Cleanup Day" 
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layer depletion and the importance of coastal conservation, even in a 
landlocked region, by highlighting global environmental interconnections. 

The event was held in the B.Ed Conference Room of the college's new 
building and was graced by the presence of Dr. Prithwiraj Sahoo, Senior 
Manager of Environment at M/S Rungta Mines Limited, who acted as the 
resource person and chief guest. 

Event Proceedings 

1. Welcome Address 

The event commenced at 10:00 AM with a warm welcome address by 
Prof. Siba Prasad Mohanty, Head of the Department of Geology. He 
emphasized the importance of both the “International Day for the 
Preservation of the Ozone Layer”, which aims to protect the planet from 
harmful ultraviolet radiation and the “International Coastal Cleanup Day”, 
which focuses on the health of our coastlines and marine ecosystems. 

Prof. Mohanty urged the students to actively participate in environmental 
preservation efforts and highlighted the role of the Geology department in 
educating students about Earth's processes and how human actions affect 
these systems. 

2. Keynote Speech by Dr. Prithwiraj Sahoo 

The keynote address was delivered by **Dr. Prithwiraj Sahoo**, an expert in 
environmental management from M/S Rungta Mines Limited. Dr. Sahoo 
gave an insightful presentation on **"Ozone Layer Preservation and Coastal 
Conservation"**, linking the two themes under the broader context of 
environmental sustainability. 

- Ozone Layer Preservation: 

  Dr. Sahoo explained the causes of ozone layer depletion, including the 
emission of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and other harmful chemicals. He 
also discussed the success of the **Montreal Protocol** in phasing out 
ozone-depleting substances (ODS) and the positive signs of the ozone layer's 
recovery. Dr. Sahoo urged the students to adopt eco-friendly practices in 
daily life and to raise awareness about products that contribute to ODS 
emissions. 
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- Coastal Cleanup and Conservation: 

  Although Sundargarh is not a coastal town, Dr. Sahoo highlighted the 
interconnectedness of ecosystems, explaining how actions in one part of the 
world impact the global environment. He spoke about the **International 
Coastal Cleanup Day** and its role in reducing marine pollution. He 
elaborated on how inland communities, like Sundargarh, contribute to 
coastal health by managing plastic waste and ensuring rivers remain free 
from pollutants, which eventually flow into the ocean. 

The presentation was both enlightening and practical, with Dr. Sahoo 
showcasing real-world examples of successful environmental initiatives in 
Odisha and beyond. The students and faculty were captivated by the 
relevance of these global environmental challenges to local contexts. 

 

3. Panel Discussion 

Following the keynote speech, a panel discussion was held with the faculty 
of the Geology department, including: 

The discussion was moderated by **Prof. Mohanty**, who encouraged 
dialogue on the role of education and research in addressing environmental 
challenges. Topics covered included the role of geology in understanding 
atmospheric changes, the impact of human activities on ecosystems, and 
the need for multi-disciplinary approaches to solve environmental issues. 

The faculty members shared their views on how students can contribute to 
environmental sustainability through academic research and active 
participation in community outreach programs. They also stressed the 
importance of linking local actions with global environmental goals. 

 

4. Student Participation and Interactive Session 

An interactive session followed the panel discussion, where students from 
the Department of Geology posed questions to the resource person and 
faculty members. Some of the key points discussed included: 

- The role of industries in reducing ozone-depleting substances 
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- Steps that inland areas like Sundargarh can take to contribute to coastal   
conservation 

- Career opportunities in environmental management and geology 

- The importance of environmental education in mitigating climate change 

The session fostered an engaging dialogue between students and experts, 
with Dr. Sahoo providing practical tips for students to incorporate eco-
friendly practices in their daily lives and future careers. 

 

 Conclusion and Vote of Thanks 

The event concluded with a **Vote of Thanks** delivered by **Prof. Supriya 
Naik**. She expressed her gratitude to the guest speaker, Dr. Prithwiraj 
Sahoo, for his valuable insights, and thanked the principal, faculty members, 
students, and IQAC for their support in organizing the event. 

 

Prof. Sahoo describe the importance of environmental awareness in today’s 
world and encouraged students to carry forward the lessons learned during 
the session. She also thanked the Bhubigyan Sangathan student body for 
their enthusiastic involvement in making the event a success. 

 

Summary of the Event 

- Date: 21st September 2024   

- Time: 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM   

- Venue: B.Ed Conference Room, New Building, Government College 
Sundargarh   

- Chief Guest & Resource Person: Dr. Prithwiraj Sahoo, Senior Manager 
(Environment), M/S Rungta Mines Limited   

- Chaired by: Prof. Siba Prasad Mohanty, HOD, Department of Geology   

- Organized by: Bhubigyan Sangathan, Department of Geology, under the 
aegis of IQAC   
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- Participants: Faculty members, students from the Department of Geology, 
and other interested attendees   

 

Highlights: 

- Informative presentation on ozone layer preservation and coastal 
conservation 

- Panel discussion on the role of education in addressing environmental 
challenges 

- Interactive Q&A session between students and experts   

- Emphasis on global environmental challenges and their local impacts 

 

 

 

Outcome 

The event was successful in raising awareness about two pressing 
environmental issues: the preservation of the ozone layer and the 
conservation of coastlines. The participation of experts like Dr. Prithwiraj 
Sahoo enriched the discussions, providing students with valuable insights 
into environmental sustainability. The event also strengthened the college’s 
commitment to environmental education and community involvement. 

 

By organizing such events, the Department of Geology and Bhubigyan 
Sangathan continue to play a key role in promoting environmental 
consciousness among students, aligning with the college’s broader mission 
of contributing to a sustainable future. 

 

 

 

 

Bhu-Bigyan Sangathan & Dept. of 

Geology, extends their sincere 

gratitude to all guests and attendees 

for making the event success. 
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https://sites.google.com/view/bhubigyansangathan/Entrance-Examinations/previous-

year-questions?authuser=0 

Contact Detail: - bhubigyansangathan@gmail.com 

 



INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PRESERVATION O3 LAYER & ICC 

Day 



INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PRESERVATION O3 LAYER & ICC 

Day 

  



INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PRESERVATION O3 LAYER & ICC 

Day 

  



INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PRESERVATION O3 LAYER & ICC 

Day 

  



INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PRESERVATION O3 LAYER & ICC 

Day 

  



INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PRESERVATION O3 LAYER & ICC 

Day 

 


